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Special Analysis

USSR:

Gorbachev Faces Tough Test in Lithuania

General Secretary Gorbachev will lead q group of senior party officials
to Lithuania—reportedly in the next few days—io try to persuade the
Lithuanian Communists to reconsider their split with the national party.
In agreeing to lead the delegation, Gorbachev temporarily staved off
calls by hardliners at last week’s Central Committee meeting in Moscow
Jor a forceful response 10 the Lithuanian party’s declaration. Even
Gorbachey and other reform-minded national party leaders, such as
Foreign Minister Shevardnadze, however, are worried that the
Lithi;anian party’s decision would, if allowed to stand, trigger a chain
reaction in other republics, endangering the stability of the union.

The inaverick party has set the achicvement of Lithuanian
indcpendence as its ultimate goal. And Communist parties in
neighboring Latvia and Estonia are already preparing 1o discuss
their own future relationship with the national party. The Latvian
Supreme Soviet, morcover, took a first step last week toward

establishing a multiparty system in the republic by abolishing the
Cominunist Party’s constitutionally guaranteed suprcmacyrg:|
Gorbachev will try once again 1o persuade Lithuanian party leaders

that their current course makes it increasingly difficuht for him to
keep nardliners at bay. He will argue that. unless they soften their

stand on independence. any prospect of substantial autonomy for
their sepublic is doomcd.li|

The Lithuanian party will not be casily moved. Its members are
convinced that they will be overwhelmed in Lithuania’s legislative
election next month if they do not end their subordination to Maoscow
and ¢ nbrace a nationalist agenda. Support for an independent state.
fuclec by events in Eastern Europe. is widespread among cthnic
Lithuanians—roughly 80 percent of the republic’s population. Last
week. the maverick party officially registered as a political party

with the Lithuanian government.

Compromise

The bost Gorbachev can probably expect from his Lithuanian trip is

a compromise that allows each side 1o save face and eascs tensions
temperarily. He might promise to usc the Central Commitice meeting
schedulded for later this month to advance the next Soviet party
congress from QOctober to this spring and 10 structure the congress o
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discuss a significant expansion in the auvionomy of republic parties. In
reiurn, the Lithuanijans might pledge to reconsider their position after .

the February election., possibly through .4 refercndum among the .

republic's 220,000 Communists to gauge support for the split from . 62(d)
the national party.

No Compromise, No Clash
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